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Why RWI phonics?

e Phonics supports the development of

reading, writing and spelling skills
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What is Read Write Inc?

e A systematic phonics programme

e Teaches:
o Reading
o Writing
o Spelling

e Children are grouped by reading ability, not age

e Lessons are:
o Fast-paced
o Repetitive
o Highly structured



Phonics at a glance

Skills of Knowledge of

segmentation ‘ the alphabetic
and blending code




Terminology

Phoneme

e This Is something you can
hear.

e The smallest unit of sound
in a word

e The sound that a letter or
group of sounds make

Grapheme

e This Is something you can
see.

e The written representation
of a phoneme.

e A grapheme can contain 1,
2, 5 or more letters.

e E.g. 1 al,igh



English Language

e 44 sounds
e Over 150+ graphemes

e One of the most complex
alphabetic codes in the
world!
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Learning so far

Complex Speed Sounds
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Set 3 sounds
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Choosing the right grapheme

e Choosing the correct grapheme for
a word can be challenging

@
e Children need to decide if its make, l
maik or mayk

e Using the complex speed chart, we
encourage the children to write
down the word and ask, “does it
look correct?”

e Children who are frequently and
consistently exposed to written print
are more likely to able to identify if
their spelling looks correct.



Sounds and Rhymes
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Speed Sounds Set 2
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By the end of
EYFS, children
should be secure
in all Set 1 single
letter and
digraph sounds
(special friends).

Children should
be able to recall
and recognise
Set2and 3
sounds by the
end of Year 1.

You can learn the
pronunciation of
sounds here.


https://youtu.be/yln6PpV1G1I?si=iLZQVt9GQBK2IgFs

How does phonics help us to read?

Phonics teaches children how to read through
segmenting and blending sounds.

Segmenting is breaking a word into small,
manageable chunks to spell it, e.g. c-a-t.

Blending is merging the letter sounds together,
e.g. cat.

We use Fred Frog to teach children how to read
through segmenting and blending words.

Fred can only talk in pure sounds - he says
b-r-ow=-n not brown.

We call this ‘Fred Talk.’

M= aq =t

Spell with Fred Fingers




Fred Talk at home

Talk to your child using Fred Talk:
e What a tidy r-oo-m!

e Where is your c-o0a-t?

e Time for b-e-d

Fred games:

e Fred wants you to touch your h-ea-d
e Fred wants you to act like a h-or-se
e Fred wants you to h-o-p, r-u-n, s-k-i-p



Supporting the teaching of Special Friends

When listening to child read at home and you are supporting them
how to decode Set 2 and 3 words, follow this order:

1. Spot the Special Friends

2. Fred Talk the remaining sounds

3. Read the word

4. Additionally, ‘Fred in Your Head’ (to support speed and fluency)
Say:

“Special Friends, Fred Talk, Read the Word.”



Alien Words

e Nonsense words or ‘alien’ words are made
up words that have no meaning.

e They are used to assess children’s sound
knowledge and blending.

e Children are exposed to a set of nonsense
words linked to the focus sound, e.g. ay =

flayg

e In the PSC at the end of Year 1, children
are asked to read 20 alien words.

e If children are able to decode alien words
successfully, they will be able to easily
decode new words.




Phonics Screening Check

e The National Phonics Screening Check is
a statutory assessment that was
introduced to all Year 1 pupils in 2012, 2022 national curriculum assessments
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https://youtu.be/rHZzKHeZ-oI?si=EyC74ExgpWCYl6LS

End points

YR children can:

Y1 children can:

Y2 children can:

End of Autumn 1

Read single-letter Set
1 sounds

Read Purple
Storybooks; read
some Set 2 sounds

Read Grey Storybooks

End of Autumn
term

Read all Set 1 sounds;

blend sounds into
words orally

Read Pink Storybooks;
read all Set 2 sounds

Read Grey Storybooks
with fluency and
comprehension

End of Spring 1 Blend sounds to read B Read Orange
words; read short Storybooks; read
Ditty stories some Set 3 sounds

End of Spring Read Red Storybooks M Read Yellow

term Storybooks

End of Summer 1

Read Green
Storybooks; read
some Set 2 sounds

Read Yellow
Storybooks; read all of
Set 3 sounds

End of Summer
term

Read Green or Purple
Storybooks

Read Blue Storybooks

Read White Reading
Hub books with fluency
and comprehension

e To be at the expected standard by
the end of Year 1, children should be
on Blue storybooks.

e By Christmas in Year 2, children
should be accessing Reading Hub
(chapter) books independently with
fluency, expression and secure
comprehension skKills.

Reminder:

All children develop at a different pace
and should not be rushed off the
programme. Some may be a little behind
or a little further ahead in comparison to
their peers.



Reading in preparation for writing

e Developing fine motor skills -
thumb, finger, hand and wrist
movements

e Pincer or tripod grip for
handwriting

e Teaching correct posture - sitting
at a table

e Handwriting practice using RWI
rhymes

How can you support the
development of the skill at home?




Read read read!

e Read favourite stories over and over
again

e Read some stories at a higher level
than they can read themselves e.g.
their library book.

e Aim to listen to them reading their
RWI books for 5-10 minutes a day.

e Daily practise improves confidence
and skills.

e Ask your child questions about the
books they are reading to develop
understanding and comprehension.




Home School Books

e Home School books in KS1 contain pages to

ANPnEnRRODE support with RWI as well as a recommended
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https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/page/?title=Reading&pid=73

Groupings

e Children have been grouped according to learning needs.
e They are assessed regularly through home/school reading.
e Children are formally assessed on a half-termly basis.
e Daily RWI session will include:

Speed Sounds Lesson

New words linked to sounds

Learning ‘red’ words

Whole class shared reading

Adult-led paired reading and comprehension
Adult-led writing task

e Letter formation and daily handwriting sessions
e Fine motor activities - ‘busy fingers’



How can you support your child?

e Daily and regular reading at home.

e Talk through the questions in the back of the RWI
books - develop comprehension and understanding

e Evidence your child’s reading progress in their
home school diary - especially if they have read
their banded book.

e Read to your child as frequently as possible - this
promotes language development, broadens their
vocabulary and creates a love for reading.

e Expose your child to a variety of books -
non-fiction, age appropriate, classic tales, library
books.




Resources

Ruth Miskin Information for Parents

RWI Parent Videos

Oxford Owl eBooks

Phonics Information on School Website



https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/
https://youtu.be/MbWIujM1WGM?si=0N6Lbcpn4fxyRYuT
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=&level=&level_select=&book_type=&series=Read+Write+Inc.
https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/curriculum/subjects/english/reading/phonics

