
Grange Park Primary School Year 6 Autumn 2 Geography

Way Out West: The culture and geography of Indigenous Americans

Physical Features

natural 
resources

Materials or substances that are produced by 
the environment.

plains A broad area of relatively flat land.

oil Carbon-based liquid formed from fossilised 
animals.

gas As plants grow and then die, they are buried 
by rocks and sediment and put under a lot of 
pressure over a very long time. As 
temperature and pressure increases, the 
plant material is changed and forms gas.

Key Places

North 
America

Is a continent entirely within the Northern 
Hemisphere.

California The geographic area within the current 
boundaries of California before and after the 
arrival of Europeans.

Arctic and 
Sub-arctic

The arctic region sits inside the Arctic Circle and 
the subarctic region lies just below it.

Great Plains A vast high plateau of semi arid grassland. Their 
altitude at the base of the Rockies in the United 
States is between 1,500 and 1,800 metres.

Key Vocabulary

tribe A group of people who live and work 
together in a shared geographical area. 

Inuit Tribe A group of culturally similar indigenous 
peoples inhabiting the Arctic regions.

California Tribe The indigenous inhabitants who have lived in 
the geographic area within the current 
boundaries of California before the arrival of 
Europeans.

Apache Tribe A member of a Native American people 
inhabiting the southwest United States and 
northern Mexico.

main staple Produced, regularly used, needed, or enjoyed 
constantly usually by many individuals in 
large quantities - for example staple crops 
such as wheat and rice.

igloo A snow house or snow hut or a type of 
shelter built of snow, typically built when the 
snow is suitable.

wigwam A semi-permanent domed dwelling formerly 
used by certain Indigenous American tribes.

teepee A tent, traditionally made of animal skins on 
wooden poles.

indigenous Refers to people or objects that originate 
from a certain region or environment.

Human Features

trade route Is an area or prescribed passage by land or 
sea used by merchants and caravans for 
economic purposes.

voyage A long journey to a foreign or distant place, 
especially by sea.

territory A portion of geographic space that is claimed 
or occupied by a person or group of persons 
or by an institution.

migrate The movement of humans from one place to 
another.

resources Any physical material constituting part of 
Earth that people need and value.

land claims The pursuit of recognised territorial 
ownership by a group or individual.

custom The frequent repetition of an act, to the 
extent that it becomes characteristic of the 
group of people performing the act. 


