
Welcome to 
Year 1

Information for parents: September 2026



Before we begin, just a few quick reminders:

● If you have little ones with you and they become 
restless, please don't worry; feel free to step out if 
you need to.

● We kindly ask that all mobile phones are 
switched to silent.

● If you have any questions, please make a note of 
them and save them until the end of the 
presentation, unless I invite questions during the 
session.

Thank you, and let's get started.



Meet the Team
We are thrilled to embark on a new academic year with your child! 

Your support and partnership are invaluable to us.

Amanda Ashun
Achievement Leader

Dragonfly Class teacher

Name

Neha Tailor
Butterfly Class Teacher

Name

Puja Kizzi
Grasshopper Class 

teacher W/T/F

Name

Helen Kirtsides
Grasshopper Class 

teacher M/T

Name



Achieving Their Best 
We have a whole-school target of 97% 
attendance. Children thrive when they are in 
school on time every day, ensuring a 
positive, confident, and settled start to the 
day for the entire class. 

A prompt arrival ensures your child can 
participate in the important 'meet and 
greet' with their teacher, allowing a valuable 
connection before the day begins.

Attendance & 
Punctuality



The NHS has published guidance on when 
to send your child to school and when to 
keep them at home:

● High Temperature (Fever): If your child has 
a high temperature, they should remain at 
home until it returns to normal.

● Diarrhoea and Vomiting: Children should 
stay home for 48 hours after their last 
episode of diarrhoea or vomiting.

● Chickenpox: Keep your child off school 
until all spots have crusted over, typically 
about five days after they first appeared.

 
Children with mild symptoms can attend 
school if they feel well enough.

Attendance 



• School Doors: Open from 8:45 AM, with 
children expected to be in class very soon after.
• Late Arrivals: Children arriving after 8:55 AM 
will be marked late on the register.
• Absences: If your child is ill please notify the 
school via Arbor. 
• Early/During School Collections: Where 
possible, please book appointments outside 
school hours. If however your child does have a 
dental/medical appointment, parents must warn 
the office in advance of the collection.
• Good Attendance: is celebrated in our family 
assemblies and the Newsroundup.
• End of the Day: The school day ends at 3:25 PM 
for all children in Reception to Year 6.
• Collection Point: Parents are to collect their 
child from the classroom door



• Enrichment & Wrap-Around Care: 
We offer various after-school opportunities:
    ◦ Forest school club, football club and Spanish 
arts and crafts clubs
    ◦ After-school enrichment clubs finish at 4:30 
PM.
    ◦ Extend After school Club finishes at 6:00 PM.
    ◦ Further information about our wrap-around 
care is available on the school website: Extend - 
Breakfast, Afterschool and Holiday Club - Grange 
Park Primary

Make sure you check out our exciting holiday clubs… look out for the brochures

https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/parents/extend-breakfast-afterschool-and-holiday-club
https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/parents/extend-breakfast-afterschool-and-holiday-club
https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/parents/extend-breakfast-afterschool-and-holiday-club


Navigating 
Friendships

Age appropriate behaviours

I

As children talk about their day, they will often tell you 
about events from their own perspective. That 
perspective is important because it reflects how they 
have experienced a situation and how they are feeling.

However, children don't always see or know the whole 
picture. They may have missed what happened 
beforehand, misunderstood someone's intentions, or 
only be able to describe events from their point of view.

If your child comes home upset or concerned about something:

● Please listen to them, acknowledge their feelings, and 
reassure them that you've heard them.

● Then, please let us know. By speaking to school, we can look 
into what happened, gather the full picture, and ensure that 
any concerns are addressed fairly and appropriately.

Friendships at this age are still developing, and children are 
learning important skills such as sharing, resolving 
disagreements, taking turns, and understanding different 
viewpoints. There will inevitably be misunderstandings and 
friendship ups and downs along the way, and these are valuable 
learning opportunities that we support them through.

We are committed to working in partnership with you. The 
earlier we know about a concern, the sooner we can 
investigate, support the children involved, and help everyone 
move forward positively.

We would always rather hear about a concern early so that we 
can work together to understand the full picture and support 
your child.



Home School Agreement 
At Grange Park, we are immensely proud of our 
school community - our dedicated staff, supportive 
families, and, most importantly, our wonderful pupils 
who make our school such a vibrant and welcoming 
place.

As you begin your journey with us, we want to 
ensure that every child has the very best experience 
and opportunities to thrive. To support this, we are 
introducing a formal Home-School Agreement. 
While working in partnership with families has 
always been at the heart of what we do, this 
agreement clearly outlines the shared 
responsibilities of the school, parents, and pupils.



To summarise the communication 
lines:

We are always here to support your child's 
learning journey.

Talk to us first: We value personal conversation 
as the most effective way to resolve issues.  The 
Class Teacher (us) is your first point of contact as 
we know your child best and can usually sort 
things quickly.  To support this, we commit to a 
conversation, phone call, or meeting at a 
mutually convenient time. 

To keep the focus on resolution, we ask that you 
avoid sending long or escalating emails. You will 
also find members of the Senior Leadership 
Team outside at the start of each day; they are 
always happy to listen and pass on messages or 
concerns along to the staff.  



General Communication Guidelines

Escalate accordingly:

Escalate accordingly: If a concern isn't resolved 
with the teacher, you can then escalate the 
matter to the Achievement Leader, then the 
Deputy Headteacher and finally the 
Headteacher if needed. 

We ask that any further communications 
include details of how the issue has already 
been addressed informally.



School uniform
Uniform Policy: It is vital that all children wear the correct school uniform and 
footwear, including PE kits. We will communicate with parents if a child's 
uniform does not meet school requirements. 

Day Wear
● Purple or white polo shirt (with logo)
● Purple sweatshirt/cardigan (with logo)
● Grey pinafore/skirt/trousers/ shorts (no 

leggings please)
● Purple and white gingham summer dress or 

shorts 
● White/grey/black socks or tights 
● Black shoes (strong and flat heeled) or plain 

black trainers (no logos or colour on trainers)



School uniform
Please ensure all uniform items, PE kit, and other belongings are clearly labelled 
with your child’s name. 

For full uniform details, please visit our website: School Uniform - Grange Park 
Primary

● For health and safety, only religious items, 
stud earrings, and watches are permitted. 
Make-up and nail polish are not allowed.

https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/parents/school-uniform
https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/parents/school-uniform


School uniform (PE)
Children should come to school wearing their PE kit on the days they have PE.

Children must remove all earrings and watches before PE and games lessons.

PE Kit
● Purple or white Polo (with logo)
● Grey winter sweatshirt (with logo)
● Grey winter joggers 
● Black PE shorts 
● Black plimsolls or plain black trainers (no 

logos or colour on trainers) 
● Leggings and other colour 

joggers/sweatshirts are not permitted



School uniform (PE)
Year 1 P.E days: 

Tuesday and Wednesday 

Children will be accessing forest school throughout the week so they will also 
need welly boots and a puddle suit to keep in
their lockers. 



As you know, children from Year 1 - Year 6 should bring in 
their own pencil case and stationery to school which 
many schools are requesting now.  This enables children 
to take care and have a sense of responsibility for their 
own belongings.  Please see the list:
1 x Clear pencil case (20cm X 12cm)  
1 x A glue stick 
3 X HB pencils (Staedtler Noris/Yellow and Black HB) 
1 x Purple pen (ball point)  
3 x Whiteboard pen 
1 x Black handwriting pen (Y4-Y6 only) 
1 x Sharpener 
1 x Rubber 
6 x colouring pencils 
Box of tissues for the classroom (this doesn't need to be 
labelled as it's for the classroom)

School resources



Playtime & 
Lunchtime

Playtime snacks and snacks before 
enrichment clubs are an integral part of our 
school day. We kindly ask for your cooperation 
in limiting these to fruit and vegetables only

We do not permit any snacks or packed 
lunches containing nuts or nut products 
due to allergies.

We encourage parents to select their child’s 
lunch choices together via The Pantry 
website to ensure a smooth and enjoyable 
lunch experience when they reach the 
hatch. 

If lunch has not been ordered in advance, 
your child will be provided with a jacket 
potato.

If you choose to send a packed lunch, please 
ensure it is healthy. 

While tasty, items like crisps and chocolates 
are high in sugar and unhealthy fats, which 
can lead to energy fluctuations that hinder 
productive learning and play.



Playtime & 
Lunchtime

We continue to add ‘loose parts’ to the 
playgrounds, fostering opportunities for 
creative and imaginative play by allowing 
children to manipulate and change their 
environment. This initiative will continue to 
develop throughout the year, so please look 
out for requests for donations. 

We are also fortunate to have fixed 
equipment throughout our playgrounds for 
children to climb and enjoy when 
supervised.

All playground enhancements are subject 
to strict risk assessments. We kindly 
request that you do not allow your children 
to play on or with the equipment before or 
after school.



The Grange 
Park Way: 

Behaviour for 
Learning

We have high expectations for children’s 
behaviour in the classroom, when moving 

around the school and during play and 
lunchtimes.

We believe positive behaviour is central to 
children’s learning, wellbeing and success.

We celebrate and recognise children who 
demonstrate The Grange Park Way - Ready, 
Respectful and Safe 

Our aim is to teach behaviour, not simply manage 
it. We work with children to develop self-regulation, 
responsibility and positive relationships.

We ask parents and carers to work in 
partnership with us by reinforcing these 
expectations at home and encouraging children 
to take responsibility for their choices.

Our approach to behaviour is consistent, fair 
and focused on helping children learn from 
their experiences. It is guided by our published 
Behaviour for Learning Guidance, which can 
be found on the school website.

We maintain strict confidentiality and will not 
discuss other children with you, as this 
safeguards all pupils. 

Respecting our shared spaces – Terrific 
Toilets
Respect extends to all areas of our school. Our 
‘Terrific Toilets’ initiative supports children in 
using school bathrooms responsibly, 
respectfully and considerately, helping to 
create a positive environment for everyone.



Our coherently planned curriculum uses 
the National Curriculum as its foundation 
for subject content and expectations.

We are committed to ensuring our pupils 
experience a broad and balanced 
curriculum, leading to a long-term memory 
of an ambitious body of knowledge.

The Curriculum: 
Ambitious and 

coherently planned 



The curriculum

It is designed and sequenced so that new 
knowledge and skills build upon what has 
been taught before, progressing towards 
clearly defined endpoints. 

These endpoints outline what pupils need to 
know and be able to do at each stage and 
can be found on our website in the 
curriculum tab: Subjects - Grange Park 
Primary

We understand that learning is most 
successful when children can make 
connections with past learning and future 
topics, ensuring that learning is organised and 
meaningful.

https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/curriculum/subjects
https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/curriculum/subjects


Curriculum 
connections



Knowledge 
Organiser



The curriculum

History/Geography Art/Design & 
technology

Autumn 1 Geography - Our local 
area

Art - Watercolours

Autumn 2 History - Incredible 
inventors 

D&T - Freestanding 
structures

Spring 1 History - Wheely great 
transport 

D&T - Sliders and Levers

Spring 2 Geography - Wonderful 
Weather

Art - Indigenous 
Australian artists

Summer 1 History - Space Art - Space inspired art 
by Peter Thorpe 

Summer 2 History - Space Art - Space inspired art 
by Peter Thorpe 



The curriculum

Each year group has a reading spine 
which are selected books that the 
children have read to them through the 
year. 

 

Reading for pleasure - Grange Park 
Primary]

https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/curriculum/subjects/english/reading/reading-for-pleasure
https://www.grangeparkprimary.org/curriculum/subjects/english/reading/reading-for-pleasure


Year 1 curriculum transition 
Familiar routines: We maintain familiar approaches and expectations while gradually increasing structure and 
independence.

Practical learning: We continue to provide hands-on experiences that build on children’s learning through play and 
exploration in Reception.

Brain breaks: Regular movement and brain breaks help children to refocus and manage the increased structure of 
Year 1.

Forest School: Forest School continues to develop children’s confidence, independence, problem-solving and 
collaboration.

Drawing Club: Drawing Club in english continues into Year 1, building on familiar routines while developing 
vocabulary, comprehension, creativity and early writing.



Home School Diary and Reading Record (Purple Books) 
These books are an essential tool for communication and learning 
support, and must be brought to school every day.

• Content: They contain valuable support materials for maths, 
reading, spelling lists, handwriting, recommended reads, and 
question stems to support reading at home. They also include all 
digital logins for the children.

• Reading Record: This is where parents (or children, depending 
on age) should record reading, note new and tricky words, and 
find our school word of the week to practise and use in everyday 
conversation.

• Key Stage 1 (KS1) Specifics: Children will receive a RWI (or 
banded book once they complete RWI) and one reading for 
pleasure book.

Home learning 
including reading



Home 
learning 

including 
reading

-
• Book Changes & Progress:
- Children’s reading process will be communicated in their 

reading diary
- Children will have their RWI book changed on their 

allocated reading day which will be given next week. 
- Children will visiting the library weekly to get a reading for 

pleasure book. This will be displayed in your classroom 
window. 

• For additional information on reading at Grange Park and 
further recommended reads, please visit our website.

Handwriting At Grange Park, we place great importance on 
handwriting and presentation. We use the Nelson 
Handwriting scheme, and guidance for this can be found in 
your child’s Home School Diary.

Home Learning Expectations: Home learning consolidates 
your child’s learning and is very important.

• A home learning timetable is handed out on Friday and 
homework books are due back on Wednesday. 



How can you 
support your 

child

-
Things to support your child’s learning:

- Recap on phonic sounds
- Reading their RWI book daily
- Learning numbers and number bonds 
- Practising letter formation 



Online safety
● 1 in 3 children aged 5-7 use social media unsupervised. This figure has been increasing 

year-on-year. (Ofcom)
● 23% of children aged 8-15 spend more than four hours a day on an internet-enabled 

device. (Children's Commissioner for England)
● A third of children aged 8-17 have seen something worrying or nasty online, but only 

20% of their parents report being told about it. (Ofcom)
● Bullying is one of the most common issues young people face online.
● Almost 3 in 10 children aged 8-17 have experienced someone being nasty or hurtful to 

them via apps or platforms, which is higher than the rate of in-person experiences. 
(Ofcom)

● Almost a quarter of children (23%) claim they can identify what is real or fake online, but 
fail to do so in a test. (Ofcom)

● Fact sheet: New rules to protect children online - GOV.UK

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fact-sheet-new-rules-to-protect-children-online/fact-sheet-new-rules-to-protect-children-online


Technology at Grange Park

Children from Year 2 to Year 6 are provided with a Chromebook at Grange Park. 
Year 1 will have access to shared set of chromebooks. 
• In School Use: We teach online safety discreetly and through various curriculum 
areas. We monitor use to ensure the equipment is solely for your child’s educational 
purposes, and children receive adequate time away from Chromebooks.

Year 1 children will have access to a chromebook for certain lessons.  They might use 
them to conduct simple research, exploring topics guided by their teachers. Programs like 
Sketchpad will allow them to draw diagrams and express creativity through digital art. 
Additionally, platforms such as Spelling Shed will help them practice spelling skills in an 
interactive and engaging way, supporting their literacy development while becoming 
familiar with technology.
    



Technology at Grange Park



Home Learning Guidance

Every child will receive a home learning 
book to support their studies, starting 
with Year 1 students, who will be issued 
one this week.

Please use it for non-digital assignments, 
creative projects, and offline practice.

Home learning books need to be handed 
into the class teacher on Wednesdays. 
They will be returned on Friday with new 
home learning. 



Special Events, Trips, Residentials & Visitors 
We believe these experiences greatly enrich your child's 
learning.

Throughout the year we will have trips and workshops for 
example trip to the transport museum and wonderdome 
experience and Science workshops

• Please remember to consult the News Roundup for 
dates of all forthcoming events.
• Voluntary Contributions: While contributions for trips 
and workshops are voluntary, they are essential for these 
valuable experiences to proceed. We kindly request you 
contribute as much as possible, as insufficient 
contributions may unfortunately lead to cancellations.

Enrichment



Class Assemblies & Concerts
• Class assemblies take place in the round hall:
● Grasshopper Class Assembly - Friday 20th November 2026
● Butterfly Class Assembly - Friday 22nd January 2027
● Dragonfly Class Assembly - Friday 19th March 2027
● Year 1 singing concert in Spring term 
Forest School at Grange Park 
Every year group (Nursery - Year 6) is timetabled to participate in Forest School 
sessions over the course of the year. You will receive more specific information 
before your child's scheduled sessions.

Enrichment



Toffee! 
Our school dog is a beautiful, gentle Cavapoo, a crossbreed known for its friendly 
nature and hypoallergenic coat (a mix of Cavalier King Charles Spaniel and 
Poodle). Toffee brings so much joy, comfort, and a wonderful sense of calm to 
everyone she meets. Her gentle presence helps to create a truly special 
atmosphere here at Grange Park.

We understand there may be children with allergies or are scared of dogs, this is 
addressed with sensitivity through our risk assessment which can be found on 
the school website in the ‘About Us’ section.

Toffee- Our School Dog



• Year 1 - Phonics screening check - June 2027

The check is made up of 40 words, and usually lasts 5-10 minutes. 
Some words are real words, and others are nonsense, or ‘alien’ 
words, that help to show if pupils can work out how to decode 
words they haven’t seen before.

The check helps us to see:
● How pupils are progressing in phonics
● Where to provide additional teaching support

The check may not be appropriate for some pupils. 
We’ll let you know if we think this is the case for 
your child.

Statutory 
Assessments



Supporting our school 
communityDonation of a Book for Birthdays As a kind reminder, you are welcome to donate a 

book to the class in lieu of sending sweets on your child’s birthday. Children across the 
school genuinely enjoy reading these donated books, and teachers add a sticker to 
acknowledge your thoughtful contribution.

Voluntary Contributions to the School We are immensely grateful that volunteers, 
fundraisers, and voluntary donations help provide many of our valuable learning 
experiences. Our school budget is increasingly strained due to significantly lower 
funding in recent years.

• Making Donations: Any parent wishing to make a one-off, termly, or monthly 
donation can do so through Arbor. There is no fixed amount; any contribution is 
sincerely appreciated.

• Sponsorship: Additionally, if parents are aware of any organisations or companies 
interested in sponsoring the school, please feel free to reach out and inform us if you 
have any leads or contacts.



Supporting our school 
communityParent Workshops We also engage with parents through various parent workshops. 

Please look out for these in the Autumn 1 term in the news round up. 

    
Our Parents Association, the GPPSA, plays a vital role in bringing the school 
community together to raise funds for various school projects. 
• Get Involved: An AGM will be held soon in the Round Hall, and all are welcome! New 
faces and fresh ideas are always warmly received.
• Meeting Times: Meetings are held approximately twice a half-term, just before 
pick-up on a Friday at school.

•



We are excited to work alongside you to support 
your child’s learning and growth. Your support and 
partnership are invaluable to us. 

Should you have any questions or concerns 
throughout the year, please do not hesitate to 
reach out. Here's to a fantastic year of learning, 
discovery, and success!

Creating foundations for bright 
futures


