
Applying for a Secondary School 
2026

A Comprehensive Guide for Parents and Carers on Secondary Transfer Admissions in Enfield



Community & Foundation
Community Schools: The Local Authority (Enfield Council) 

sets the admission rules and decides place allocations.

Foundation Schools: The School's Governing Body acts as the 

admission authority and determines admission criteria.

Voluntary Aided & Academies
Voluntary Aided Schools: The School's Governing Body sets 

the admission rules (often faith-based criteria).

Academies & Free Schools: Publicly funded state schools 

where the Academy Trust sets admission arrangements.

Types of Secondary Schools







Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP): Pupils with an EHCP naming the school are allocated places first.

Public Care & Adoption: Looked after children or previously adopted children receive highest priority.

Exceptional Medical Grounds: Priority granted if verified medical reasons require attendance at a specific school.

Sibling Priority: Children with a brother or sister attending the school at the time of admission (living at same address).

Distance ("As the Crow Flies"): Children living closest to the school, measured in a straight line from home to school.

Community Admission Criteria



Selective Schools & Testing

Direct Registration Required
Partially or fully selective schools conduct tests, auditions, or trials 

prior to the main Borough application deadline.

Parents must register their child directly with the selective school to sit 

the required tests. Test results are provided to parents before the 31st 

October deadline to allow informed decision-making.









1 Sept 2025
Applications open online at 

eAdmissions website & guide 

brochure released.

31 Oct 2025
National Closing Date for submitting 

secondary application forms.

2 March 2026
National Offer Day: Single school 

offer emailed to parents in evening.

March 2026
Deadline for parents to accept or 

decline the school place online.

Secondary Transfer Timeline



Single Application
One local authority application form 

covers all maintained schools, 

academies, and free schools regardless 

of location.

6 Preferences
Express up to 6 school preferences in 

London (note: maximum of 4 

preferences allowed for Hertfordshire 

schools).

Equal Consideration
All requested preferences are 

considered equally against school 

admission rules regardless of rank 

order.

What Parents Can Expect



Portal Access: Register and apply online at 

www.eadmissions.org.uk.

24/7 Availability: The portal is open 24/7 until midnight on 

31st October 2025.

Instant Confirmation: Receive an immediate email receipt 

upon submitting your form.

Flexible Updates: Make changes to school choices right up 

until the closing deadline.

How to Apply Online





Essential Details
• State clearly if the child is Looked After or adopted.

• Provide sibling details if attending the school in Sept 2026.

• Use the child's main place of residence and include Council 

Tax reference number.

• Attach supporting medical evidence if requesting medical 

priority.

Forms & Preferences
• Complete Supplementary Information Forms (SIFs) and 

return directly to faith/selective schools.

• Important: Nominating only one school or listing the same 

school multiple times does NOT increase your chances.

• Be aspirational but realistic about distance criteria.

Key Application Requirements













Furthest distance offered on National Offer Day (March 2025). Distances fluctuate annually based on applicant numbers.

2025 Cut-Off Distance Benchmark



Questions?
We are here to support your secondary transfer journey.

www.eadmissions.org.uk  |  www.enfield.gov.uk/admissions


